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The 2020 round of  population censuses

The 2020 round of population 
censuses conducted in the 
circumstance of  Covid-19 Pandemic 
outbreak in late December 2019 that 
has affected to many countries



Contacting to respondents

Defining right respondent to 

be counted

Counting population

Limited resources 

Technological application

Quality of information

The 2020 round of population 
censuses have been affected 
negatively by Covid-19 Pandemic



It’s difficult to contact households 
and respondents to collect 
information

Contacting to respondents

Methodology of population census 
data collection is face to face interview

During Covid-19 Pandemic, local 
authorities impose travel restrictions



It’s difficult to define right 
respondents to be counted in the 

context of pandemic 

Defining De jure population in one 
area is more difficult and less 

accuracy during Covid-19 pandemic 
than normal circumstance

Population censuses typically
use one of two approaches: 

ØDe facto 

ØDe jure

The 2020 round of population censuses 
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There is hardly enough evidence to build 
programs and make policies for 
development in forthcoming years

The data collected by population censuses during 
Covid-19 Pandemic does not fully reflect the 
number of people in the normal reality of a 
country (in a typical year)



Covid-19 pandemic effects to quality of 
data collected from population census

In the context of the Covid-19 outbreak, 
respondents and interviewers tend to 
involve in data collection process less 
actively



During the Covid-19 Pandemic, 
national resources prioritize on 
disease prevention and control 
(especially financial resource)

Therefore, the 2020 census is 
limited by budget and human 
resources



Technological application

The 2020 round of population censuses implemented 
in the context of survey mode innovation and 

information technology application

Resources for innovation are limited due to Covid-19 
Pandemic that affects the progress and quality of 

the census
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Using mix mode of 
data collection 

Postponement

Cancel the 2020 round 
of population census

To overcome the 
challenges, countries 
have been adapting 
to the pandemic



How is about your 
country?

Do you (NSO/organizations) have any recommendations for 
future population census when unexpected incidents occur that 
affect the implementation and data quality of population 
census? 

Does your NSO cooperate/supports or sharing 
experiences with other countries on coping with 
Covid-19 Pandemic? What type of 
cooperate/support/sharing experience?

How is the response to the Covid-19 
Pandemic on implementing the 2020 
population census?
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THANK 
YOU!


